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classmates from Beijing. During that first visit, which lasted just three short days, | shot 15 rolls of film
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times to travel, study and work, and like a great novel, it gets better each time.

Looking back on the past eight years, | can say now with absolute certainty that if | could start over,

and come to China again for the first time to learn Chinese and study Chinese art, history and culture,
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and preserves its cultural and historical heritage while also opening its doors to global influence.
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and music scenes to links to pictures and video clips of my latest travels in and around the city. Feel

free to contact me directly with any questions. Please continue to visit our website for the latest
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colleagues.
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and is surrounded by cafes, tea houses, banks,
barber shops, school supply stores, countless
Chinese family restaurants and street food vendors
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to offer. Directly across the street from the campus

offering some of the best locaf

main gate is a large outdoor market selling
everything from fresh fruits and vegetables, to
clothing, shoes, and furniture. This will be a one-
stop-shopping experience for our students, and an
excellent place to practice their Chinese since none
of the vendors speak English.
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once a week to chat about issues in Chinese.
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XISU is a short cab ride or a 20min walk away from a

new restaurant, bar and café street. The street

offers foreign fair including Korean, Indian and

American cuisine. The café street runs directly into

Big Wild Goose Pagoda Park, which is yet another
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modern convenience.
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international and local non-profit organizations are
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community, gain experience and understanding of
Chinese culture and social issues, and improve their
Chinese. On this most recent trip, | discovered one
such opportunity that | intend to make available to
incoming students:

The Library Project ¢ www.library-project.org
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educational initiatives such as donating books and
libraries to poor schools and orphanages
throughout China and Vietnam.

The Library Project has already donated 80 libraries

to orphanages and countryside elementary schools

in Asia, and has set a goal to increase that number

to 350 libraries by 2010. This goal will take an

enormous amount of dedication, planning and hard

work. | am currently in contact with the Director of

the Library Project and have begun brainstorming
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involved.


http://www.library-project.org/
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ago for fear of doing more damage than good.

A Visit to Flower Mountainc Hua Shan

A city with cleaner air in China? Over the last five
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busy preserving ancient architecture, but have also

been building many new parks, gardens, and
cultural venues. Many of these new parks are a
short bike ride away from our campus, and offer an
excellent chance for students to get some fresh air,
exercise, or even join 1 of 30 or so Tai Chi groups
that practice there every morning.

One of the most impressive new sites/attractions is

the fountain show at the base of the Big Wild Goose Speaking of green, | also had the opportunity on this

Pagoda. It is the largest fountain show in all of Asia. u NJ: LI a2z - AQlYy uz GAaAu | dzt
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Please click here for a glimpse: mountains, and is considered by Taoist to be a

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kljMj7qqlH8

! mountain of wealth. Wealth, in this case, refers to
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cp5TwUiadWY

the diversity of animals and plants that call the

In addition to gardens and beautification projects, mountain home. Hua Shan has been worshipped as
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with engines that run on natural gas rather than

The mountain towers 2160 meters above sea level.

gasoline. They are also offering natural gas Stories and poems from the mountains long history

conversions for private cars at most repair shops. . .
P P P are carved in the rock. It is a place where gods

Natural gas burns cleaner than gasoline, and the . .
& & ! were said to have performed magic, where emperor

effect on the environment (air quality to be specific) worshipped and sacrificed; and where forefathers

has been astounding. As mentioned above, the of Taoism have set down their religious legacies.
number of parks, trees, and gardens also contribute
to holding down dust and cleaning the air. | went

running outside every morning during this visit to


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kljMj7qqIH8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cp5TwUia4WY
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and will be one of the many weekend

trips/activities available to Alliance students
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Please click here for some pictures from my trip:
http://picasaweb.google.com/omar.alliance/HuaSh
an?authkey=3x60Pt88kjw&feat=directlink

For a full list of Extra-Curricular Activities offered at
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http://www.allianceglobaled.org/programs/xian _ch
ina/activities and field study trips

Signing Out
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Program have to offer. This is an ongoing

conversation, so stay tuned.

Best,

Omar
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